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A democracy, the realistic observer is forced to conclude, is likely to be 

idealistic in its feelings about itself, but imperialistic about its practice. 

 
�Um dos expoentes do neoconservadorismo norte-americano. Professor em 

Harvard, destaca-se, nos anos vinte, como representante do chamado new 

humanism.  

�The humanist, then, as opposed to the humanitarian, is interested in the 

perfecting of the individual rather than in schemes for the elevation of mankind 

as a whole; and although he allows largely for sympathy, he insists that it be 

disciplined and tempered by judgment. 

�Porque if democracy means simply the attempt to eliminate the qualitative and 

selective principle in favor of some general will, based in turn on a theory of 

natural rights, it may prove to be only a form of the vertigo of the abyss. 
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